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The MPI Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter Elects 2008-2009
 Board of Directors and Honors Chapter Members
Carol Benavidez, CMP named President
DALLAS (July 1, 2008)—The Meeting Professionals International Chapter Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter (MPI D/FW) recently announced the 2008-2009 Board of Directors and Officers at its annual year-end gala. The MPI D/FW Chapter Board serves as a decision-making body for the nearly 1,000 member chapter. 
Approximately 275 industry professionals attended the gala at the Intercontinental Hotel in Addison. The gala - “Late Night with MPI” - was a night of celebration and recognition for the MPI D/FW Chapter. There were 12 past chapter presidents and 7 staff members from the MPI Headquarters in attendance. 
Carol Benavidez, Associate Regional Vice President of HelmsBriscoe, has been elected as the MPI D/FW Chapter’s President. HelmsBriscoe is the global leader in meeting procurement and leverages the experiences of 900 associates spanning 36 countries to deliver world-class solutions.  

The 2008-2009 Board of Directors:

Carol Benavidez, CMP, HelmsBriscoe (President)
Jason Ware, American Heart Association (President-Elect)
Nancey Hernandez, CMP, Dallas Convention and Visitors Bureau (Immediate Past President)
Dvorah Evans, CMP, Dallas Black Chamber of Commerce (VP Finance)
Matthew Massengale, DMCP, CMP, EDS – Global Travel Management (Director Finance)
Jesh Batra, The Adolphus (VP Leadership)
Lawana Gladney, PhD., Emotional Wellness (Director Leadership)
Paula Bruton, CMP (VP Communications/Marketing)
Melissa Mihelich, Zoom 7 (Director Communications/Marketing)
Kim Reynolds, CMP, CMM, Strategic Meetings Solutions (VP Education & Events)
Sandi Galloway, Canadian Tourism Commission (Director Education & Events)
Carrie Elder, CMP, Texas Society of CPAs (VP Membership) 
Timothy Arnold, Hilton Hotels (Director Membership)
Carol Benavidez, CMP, said, “I’m excited and honored to be the 32nd MPI D/FW chapter president. My vision is to encompass my presidential theme “Exchanging Ideas to Connect the World” in every aspect of our chapter’s activities. Together, I believe we can build a rich global meeting industry community.”

- more -
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The Suzi Fiveash Award was presented to the member who recruits and sponsors the most new members in a year. The Rising Star Award was presented to the member who has been with the Chapter less than 3 years and has made signification contribution to the chapter. The Supplier and Planner of the Year was each presented to a member who has been with the Chapter more than 7 years and contributes to committee involvement, meeting industry service, recognition and awards, industry related speaking engagements and community service.

Suzi Fiveash Award
O.D. O’Donnell, Nightlife Talent/Panache+ 
Rising Star
Neva Lamb, A&H AwardPro
Supplier of the Year
Bruce Wolpert, CMP, NYLO Hotel Plano
Planner of the Year
M.T. Hickman, CMP, CTP, Richland College
Awards of distinction were presented by outgoing chapter President Nancey Hernandez, CMP. 
Lifetime Membership
David Gisler, Freeman
Outstanding Volunteer Chapter Leader
Karen Fogle, CMP, Plano CVB
From the Heart
Elizabeth Chandler, The Meadows Foundation
President’s Award
Yvette Remschel, CMP, HR Southwest & Dallas HR
2008 Lifetime Partnership
Bill Reeser, CMP, CTS, Freeman

In addition, recognition was given for awards obtained earlier in the year as well as acknowledgement for long-term membership within the chapter. 
MPI International Supplier of the Year
Bob Walker, Freeman


Colleen Rickenbacher Leadership Award
Jim Monroe, CMP, CSEP, J. Monroe Designs

35 years of Membership
Dougles Heath, CMP, CAE, University of N. Texas
35 years of Membership
Ted Olson, Supplier Star Showcases



30 years of Membership
Greg Elam, Solution House 



30 years of Membership
Suzie Oliver, Challenge Management



25 years of Membership
Eugene Rondeau, Creative Partner Marketing  


*Photos available upon request.

Meeting Professionals International (

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mpiweb.org" \t "_blank" MPI), the world’s largest association for the $122.3 billion meetings and events industry, is committed to positioning meetings and events as a key strategic component of an organization's success.

Building a rich, global meeting and events industry community is the vision of Meeting Professionals International (MPI). Our mission is to help our members be their best by building human connections to knowledge, ideas, relationships, and marketplaces.  For 23,000 meeting and event professionals in over 65 countries, MPI is the inspired, global community that multiplies their potential by accelerating personal growth.   

The nearly 1000-member Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter of MPI, established in 1977, empowers its members to increase their value through strategic resources for career and leadership development, networking at local chapters worldwide, and major educational conferences regionally, nationally, and internationally. For more information please visit www.mpidfw.org. 
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